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February 2020 

COOROW POOL HOURS 2020 
 

Opening Hours 
 

Tuesday - Sunday 11am - 6pm 
 

CLOSED MONDAYS 
(Open Monday Public Holidays 11am - 6pm) 

 

Water Fitness Classes Tues & Thus  
6.30 am to 7.15 am 

 

Ph - 0428 521 101 
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The Coorow Swimming Pool looking spectacular! 
Great pic taken by Mary. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Australia 

Day Community Citizenship Award 

Winners - 
 

Green Head Community Citizen of the 

Year - Kay Hunt  

 

Leeman Community Citizen of the Year - 

Prue Wynne  

 

Leeman Active Citizenship Award -  

Trash 2 Treasure  

 

Coorow Community Citizen of the Year -

Richard & Glenis Waldron  

 

Coorow Active Citizenship Award -

Coorow Primary School P & C  
 

Congratulations! 

Check out the new shelter at the park at Lot 601, Green Head. 



 

Dog & Cat Registrations 
 
A friendly reminder that pet registrations are 
now due, with the option of 1 year, 3 years or 
lifetime. 
 
New Registrations - Please remember that 
Dogs are required to be microchipped, and 
Cats must be sterilised and microchipped     
before we can register them. Please ensure 
you bring proof of microchipping and              
sterilisation when attending the office.  A       
discount applies to Blue Pensioner             
Concession Card holders. 
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The agendas and minutes of Shire of Coorow   
Council Meetings are available on the Shire’s    
website www.coorow.wa.gov.au.  The following 
is a summary of the decisions made at the last 
Council meeting: 

 
DROUGHT COMMUNITY GRANT                 
EXTENSION 
Clubs, groups and organisations will be invited 
to submit potential projects by 12 March 2020. 
 
PROPOSED OUTBUILDING - LOT 108, 49 
MORCOMBE ROAD LEEMAN 
Council granted approval subject to a number 
of compliances. 
 
2019/2020 BUDGET REVIEW 
The Shire of Coorow Budget Review was 
adopted. 
 

Next meeting of Council will be held on       
Wednesday 18 March 2020 at the Coorow     
District Hall from 5.00pm. 
 

February Council Meeting Decisions 

Practical Driving Assessments 
 

Next available Practical Driving Assessments  
 

Leeman  11 March 2020 
 8 April 2020 

 

Coorow 5 March 2020 
 2 April 2020 
 

For more information please phone the relevant 
shire office - 

Leeman 9953 1388 or Coorow 9952 0100. 
 
 

 

 

TOWN PLATE FUNDRAISER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application forms for town plates are available 

from either the Coorow or Leeman offices. 

 

Total price is $300 ($200 to Department of 

Transport, $100 to community funding). 

 

For more information please call the shire offices. 

http://www.coorow.wa.gov.au


SHIRE OF COOROW  
 

 

VACANCY 

 

 

CUSTOMER SERVICE / RECORDS OFFICER  

 

The Shire of Coorow is seeking an enthusiastic team player to 
fill the full time role of Customer Service/Records Officer at 
the Coorow Administration Centre. 

 
A copy of the position description is available on the Shire’s 
website www.coorow.wa.gov.au 

 
Applications detailing any previous experience, qualifications 
and recent referees should be forwarded to: 

The CEO 
Shire of Coorow 
PO Box 42 
COOROW  WA  6515 
 

by Friday 21 February 2020.   

 
Applicants from the recent EOI for Admin Roles will be        
automatically considered. 

 
Please call Leanne Parola, Deputy Chief Executive Officer on 
0428 521 107 if you have any queries. 

 

http://www.coorow.wa.gov.au


Koobabbie Precinct Project 
 

Coorow Heritage Group 
 
 
This is a short insight into the Coorow Heritage 
Group. We are a very small group of 9 people 
who are passionate about preserving,             
researching and collecting objects & documents 
relating to the history of the district within the 
Shire of Coorow. 
 
Over the years we have saved and restored the 
old Co-op building, helped do an inventory of 
some of the older buildings in the Shire of     
Coorow, set up a small museum of items       
collected including recording and storing old       
documents. We are going to publish a book in 
2020 which is made up of short stories of how 
people lived and grew up in Coorow. We also 
have a Facebook page called ‘Lost Coorow’ 
which has over 700 followers. 
 
Our next project is a big one which is going to 
test our small group. 
 
Our President Alison Doley passed away last 
year and was very passionate on preserving 
items from the past. 
 
She has kindly donated her old farm machinery 
to the Heritage Group, along with some of the 
old buildings dating back to 1910 which Alison 
and her late husband John had restored and 
maintained over the years. 
 
The idea is to move five of the buildings 30km 
into Coorow and some of the machinery to start 
up Koobabbie Precinct. 
 
The Shire of Coorow has helped us by         
purchasing the block and is going to help      
manage the project. 
 
But a lot of resources will be needed if we want 
to achieve our goal of moving and setting up 
the Koobabbie Precinct. 
 
If you are able to assist or are willing to make a 
donation, please contact Jan Muller on 
0408 950 766 or make a donation at the  
Bendigo Bank. 

First Stables 

Main Stables 

Oat Bin 

Leo’s Camp 

 

Search  Lost  Coorow  



 
 
 

There were plans for a new house but when the 
manager left the family moved into his house. It 
was in 1935 before the present house replaced 
it. 
 
Development of “Koobabbie” was rapid. By 
1916 the number of sheep shorn was 2,617 
merino. Horses were essential to the              
development of the property. In July 1918 there 
were twenty one Clydesdales (three teams), 
nine riding horses, two newly broken in horses 
and twenty four young horses, a total of fifty six 
horses. Samuel and Alice farmed “Koobabbie” 
until the end of 1948 when they retired to South 
Perth, both aged 75. They both died in 1952. 
 
Arnold married Clarice Lavinia Perry in 1927 
and settled on “El Cala”, 2697 acres which had 
been part of “Koobabbie”. Arnold also            
developed 2,500 acres of lighter country to the 
east of “El Cala”. Later two areas were            
incorporated into “Koobabbie” when he         
purchased it. 
 
When Sam and Alice Rudduck returned, Arnold 
and Clarice Rudduck moved to “Koobabbie” 
and sold “El Cala” to the Hogbin family, who    
renamed the farm “Wandoa”. In 1949 
“Koobabbie” employed six men. 
 
Arnold and Clarice had two daughters, Alison 
Betty born in 1938, and Clarice Wendy, know 
as Wendy, born 1941. Clarice died in 1962 and 
Arnold in 1964. Alison married John Doley in 
1965 and they continued to farm “Koobabbie”. 
In 1973 when the Hogbins retired, John Doley 
purchased “Wandoa” and it was again            
incorporated into “Koobabbie”. 
 
“Koobabbie” now comprises 7,713 hectares 
with the Doleys having purchased more arable 
land from neighbours as well as Salt Lake 
country on the west side, acquired for            
conservation in 1987. 
 
The property still produces prime lambs, wool 
from Merino flock, a few beef cattle and grows 
wheat, lupins, barley and oats. John Doley 
passed away in 2007 and Alison continued to 
farm the property until she passed away in    
February 2019. 

Brief history of Koobabbie 
 
Koobabbie has been in the same family since 
1906 when Samuel Rudduck inspected land in 
the Coorow district on the recommendation of 
Mr Patterson of the Agricultural Bank. 
 
A Surveyor Nunn reported having seen a good 
belt of forest country that the Midland Railway 
Company was not interested in. 
 
The Midland Railway Company was not         
interested in the land that was to become 
“Koobabbie” because of the salt lakes and 
sandy soil between the forest country and the 
railway line. Sam named the property 
“Koobabbie”, the aboriginal name for the         
locality. 
 
In 1883 when Governor and Lady Broome 
stayed at Long homestead there was quite a 
large indigenous population in the area. 
 
By 1906 few of the Indigenous inhabitants     
remained, but when asked what “Koobabbie” 
meant, they replied “Him “Koobabbie,” always 
Koobabbie”. 
  
By this time at least 5 other families had settled 
in the Coorow district. 
 
Long’s 1862, Thomas “Nabappie” 1901, 
Latham’s “Jun Jun” 1903, Jones “Turipa” 1904, 
and Battersbys 1905. Sam employed a         
manager, Mr Phyllis, to work on “Koobabbie”. 
 
At this stage Sam was working in Perth and 
continued to do so for the next six years to     
finance the development of the farm. 
 
On Friday nights Sam would catch the train to 
Coorow and at about the mid-point between 
Marchagee and Coorow the train would slow 
down to allow him to get off. 
 
He would then walk the 9 miles (14.5kms) 
across the salt lakes to the farm and supervise 
the clearing and fencing in progress. 
 
On Sunday night, for his return journey, he 
would again walk across the lakes and signal 
the train driver with a lantern for the train to pick 
him up. 
 
In July 1912 Sam and his wife Alice, along with 
their two children Samuel Arnold (known as   
Arnold) and Muriel moved to the farm and lived 
in a tent for a few months. 
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Chief Bush Fire Control Officer    Kelvin Bean 

Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer              Ben Plozza 

 
 

Harvest Ban Officer – Western Sector  Ian Falconer 

Harvest Ban Officer – Eastern Sector  Kelvin Bean, Ian Hunt 

Special Permit Clover Burning Officers  Ian Falconer 

Please call 000 to report any fires 

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS  

Kyle Pollitt 9927 0000          0417 165 056 

Kelvin Bean 9952 0100          0428 521 103 

Ian Hunt 9951 8217          0427 518 217 

Sam Dell ‘Agostino 0447 261 588 

Ian Falconer 0427 531 294 

Dennis Martin 0429 652 304 

Graeme Maley 9951 8236              0428 518 236 

Geoff Hortin 0427 525 014 

John Merrick 9953 1388          0428 521 100 

Ben Plozza   0428 531 182 

  

FIRE PERMIT OFFICERS  

Kelvin Bean 9952 0100 0428 521 103 

Ian Hunt 9951 8217 0427 518 217 

Ian Falconer 0427 531 294 

Dennis Martin 0429 652 304 

John Richardson 9953 1388    0428 521 106 

John Merrick 9953 1388   0428 521 100 

Sam Dell’Agostino 0447 261 588 

 Ben Plozza 0428 531 182 







Dear Community Organisations and Sporting Groups, 
 
The Shire is delighted to advise that on the 29th January the Federal Government published updates to the 
current Drought package.  A further 52 drought-affected Councils under the Drought Community Program 
– Extension have been announced and we have been informed that Coorow Shire Council is included as 
one of the Councils eligible to apply for this funding.    
 
At the recent council meeting it was resolved that council will implement an Expression of Interest (EOI) 
process to enable community groups and sporting clubs to access this funding. All EOI’s will be assessed 
against the criteria set out by the grant administrators.  
 
The EOI form has been provided, however for any group who needs assistance, further clarification or 
guidance please don’t hesitate to contact Ella Budrikis at the Shire. The Shire also has available project and 
budget templates to assist Community Groups and Sporting clubs through this process.  
 
As per the EOI, groups and sporting clubs will see there is a minimum project amount of $25000. If your 
project falls below this amount please contact the Shire to discuss your options.  
 
The Shire will be submitting EOI’s for projects through the same process to ensure all projects are given 
the same opportunity.  
 
As the guidelines and FAQ are yet to be updated we have been advised to utilise the current published 
documents. These can be found at www.regional.gov.au/regional/programs/drought-communities.aspx 
There is no suggestion these will change from previous rounds.  
 
We hope to have all projects submitted by May 2020, and to achieve multiple economic and community 
outcomes through this funding stream.  
 
Expression of interest closes 12th March 2020 4pm.  
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
 
John Merrick JP 
Acting Chief Executive Officer  
Shire of Coorow  

Shire of Coorow 
PO Box 42 
Coorow, WA 
6515 

 

Ph: 0899 520 100 
Fax: 0899 521 173 
Email: admin@coorow.wa.gov.au 

http://www.regional.gov.au/regional/programs/drought-communities.aspx


 

Name of Community 

Organisation: 

  

Legal status (e.g. Incorpo-

rated Association) 

  

ABN: 
  

  
GST Registered 

  
Yes No 

  
Postal Address: 

  

  
  

  
Contact Person: 

Name: 

Position: 

Telephone: 

Email: 
    

Project will be completed 
by May 2021 

Yes No 

I have read and understood the Drought Communities 
Program Frequently Asked Questions 

  
Yes No 

This Project meets the Drought Communities Program eligible 
activities and criteria 

Yes No 
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1. Project Title – A short description for any media/promotion and publications 

 

2. Project Description - Scope of works and actual work to be undertaken, jobs/tasks or activities 
 

 
3. Proposed Contractors, Builders, Trades, Suppliers Details 

  
Name 

What item of goods, service or component of the project, 
is this business supplying? 

    

    

    

    

Page 2 of 5 



 

4. Project Address 

 
 5. Who is the legal owner of the property where the Project is located? 

 

6. Do you have owners consent for the Project to commence? 

 

 7. Does the Project require any Council Development Application, Owners Consent or License 

Approval? 

 
 8. If Yes, what is the status of this DA, Consent or Approval process? 
 

 
 9. Milestones 
 

 
* Your project must have at least two milestones. 

  
Milestone Name 

  
Description 

Estimated 
Start Date 

Estimated 
End Date 

  

1. 

      

  

2. 
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10. Project Budget 
 

To be eligible, a proposed project application must be at least $25,000 of eligible expenditure 
and be completed by 25 May 2021. All budgets and amounts must be GST exclusive. GST will 
be paid in addition to the funding provided if successful, and all GST reporting will be the re-
sponsibility of the recipient organisation. 
 

 

Income 

Drought Communities Program Funding Sought   

Other Government Funding   

Your In Kind or Volunteer contribution   

Your Cash Contribution   

Other non-government Funding   

Total Income 0.00 

Expenditure Details   

Suppliers     

Consultants     

Contracted labour     

Materials     

Equipment     

Volunteer labour     

In Kind Expenditure     

      

Total Expenditure  

Income less Expenditure (must equal 0) 0.00 
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Please ensure you provide as much detail as succinctly possible before submitting. 

 
Expressions of interest and evidence (supporting documentation eg. Quotes, letters of support, 
owners consent, approvals etc) must be included for the application to be considered. 

 
At the March 2020 Council meeting, Council will be reviewing and endorsing the eligible 
and preferred projects to be submitted to the Drought Communities Program Extension 
2021. 

 

Please note that any offer of funding is subject to approval by the Australian Gov-
ernment which will undertake their own assessment process and make the final 
determination of successful projects. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Instructions 

1. Click on the Save to save your completed form to a location you can easily edit and 
access. 
2. Please E-Mail the final and completed PDF document along with any supporting 
documents to cdo@coorow.wa.gov.ay by 4pm, 12 March 2020. 
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